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B.o.B gave an upbeat performance, drawing a huge crowd and performing throwback favorites. See page 8 for full story.
Ana Contreras Orozco/The USD Vista

Big Blue Bash Buzz

Safe spaces
on campus

Strong Torero turnout at the homecoming concert
Anderson Haigter
A&C Editor
Tayler Reviere Verninas
Editor in Chief
Each year, the University of San
Diego hosts its annual Big Blue Bash
concert during Homecoming and
Family Weekend. Torero Way was
abuzz last Friday night, as rappers
B.o.B and Sage The Gemini took the

stage. What ensued was the most
lively night on USD's campus in
recent memory.
First-year Eric Ricks shared his
excitement post-concert.
"The performance, the people,
the vibe, the music — it was next
level," Ricks said. "I'm feeling great,
super pumped, the concert was live,
and it was just lit — the entire thing
was lit. As a day one Sage member,
some of the songs that got played
had me turnt and I was feeling it."
The USD administration sets

forth requirements for its Big
Blue Bash homecoming concert
performer. According to Torero
Program Board's (TPB) Concert
Coordinator,
Kalley
Kenney,
the
university
requires
the
performances to be aligned with
the school's values and mission
statement. In the past, tamer artists
Misterwives, Atlas Genius, and
Magic have performed on campus.
While these concerts featured
talented performers, they lacked an

See Bash, Page 10

Lilyana Espinoza
News Editor

Sage The Gemini opened for B.o.B.
Ana Contreras Orozco/The USD Vista

School spirit wanted
New AS Athletics Chair focused on generating support for Torero sports
Noah Hilton
Sports Editor

The Bull Pit helps bring school spirit to USD sporting events.
Photo courtesy of USD Toreros

MK Clancy — her first name
comes from an unconventional
shortening of Mary Catherine to
Mary Kate — isn't one to enjoy an
empty schedule.
She is an athlete on the school's
swimming team, competing in the
butterfly, backstroke, and individual
medley while often posting times
that are among the Toreros' best at
meets.
She is a junior at the University
of San Diego whose performance
in the classroom was good enough

to garner recognition as a Mountain
Pacific Sports Federation Scholar
Athlete last year.
This year, she also happens to
be a politician, having been elected
as Associated Students' (AS) first
Athletics Chair, a newly-created
position tasked with bridging the
gap between the student body and
the school's athletics department.
It ali adds up to a calendar
crammed with meetings, practices,
and classes, leaving little time for
sleep or relaxation.
"A typical day for me starts with
swim practice at 5:45 a.m.," Clancy
said. "I'll have three to four classes

See Spirit, Page 15
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Colleges
worldwide
have
become divided by differences
of opinion. This is especially seen
in reactions from students when
controversial
speakers
have
appeared on their campuses.
Earlier this year, riots broke
out at the University of California,
Berkeley campus before guest
speaker
Milo
Yiannopoulos'
scheduled
appearance.
Some
argued that Yiannopoulos had
no right to express his messages.
Others said that although they
do not necessarily agree with his
points of view, he has the right to
speak without retaliation. There
are also those who fully support
Yiannopoulos'
opinions
and
statements and were outraged by
the protests.
A similar reaction occurred
at
California
State
University,
Los Angeles when controversial
conservative Ben Shapiro was
scheduled to speak. This specific
speech targeted topics such as
safe spaces as a suppression of
free speech. The school's Young
America's
Foundation
invited
Shapiro to campus — however,
because of aggressive backlash and
protest from students and faculty,
Shapiro was escorted off the campus
by police due to safety concerns.
These events have magnified

See Safe Space, Page 2
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Making room for expression
Students discuss the pros and cons of safe spaces within USD's campus
Safe Space, from Page 1

the attention given to safe spaces
and the support they can provide
to students. Safe spaces are areas
where people can come together
to feel comfortable expressing
themselves and receiving support
from others.
At the University of San Diego,
students have varying opinions on
safe spaces with regard to freedom
of speech.
Brett Filippin, public relations
executive
for
USD
College
Republicans, said he thinks every
member
of
the
community
has the right to voice their
opinions, including speakers with
controversial views
"I think it's best that intellectual
ideas are defeated intellectually,"
Filippin said.
Filippin considers the USD
College Republicans as a place
where students can speak their
minds.
"We have a policy where
everybody who comes in has their
freedom for speech and freedom
of expression," Filippin said. "That
means they are not relegated
for having views that are 'against
Republican ideals.' Students are
not harassed, students shouldn't
expect to be treated differently on
a personal level, so we are a safe
space in that way. We are not a safe
space in the sense that we regulate
speech. We protect hate speech. We
do not appreciate hate speech, we
do not support hate speech, but we
protect hate speech as a part of free
speech."
USD Democrats also find their
organization as a safe space on
USD's campus.
Angel Jimenez, president of
USD Democrats, describes their safe
space as a place to discuss various
topics.
"The goal of the USD Democrats
is to have a safe and open space so
that members of the organization
have a place to come together and
talk about a wide variety of things,"
Jimenez said. "Some of those
conversations may be about school,
work, home life, and of course,
politics."
USD provides many physical
spaces on campus that are not
strictly political, such as the Black
Student Union {BSU) and PRIDE, for
people to share their experiences.
Co-president of BSU, Maryan
Abdi, saw safe spaces as a place
where students can freely express
their ideas without retaliation.
"I feel that it is a place where you
can freely exchange your ideas but
in a respectful manner that there
is no personal attacks, but you are

in the real world people are going
actually speaking out against an opposing views and opinions to
of negative repercussion," Jimenez
to say things that you don't always
issue and leaning toward progress be heard, but the voices are not
said. "But I am also a political realist
and supporting each other," Abdi
agree with and you are going to
acknowledged as they should be.
and understand that a university
said.
have to deal with them. I think that
setting is not intellectually a
"I feel that the administration
allowing people to have a retreat
Kyra Anderson, the other cosafe space — your ideas will be
strives to let voices be heard, but
where they can go to where there is
president of BSU, shared that BSU is
challenged. Life outside of USD
often it feels like student voices
a suppression of anything offensive
a place of inclusion where everyone
whatsoever is just irresponsible."
is welcome and supported during
their college journeys.
At the same time, Anderson"In BSU, we set that standard in "I feel that it is a place where you can freely exchange
Parks found reasons for designated
the beginning to let people know
your ideas but in a respectful manner that there is no spaces to benefit certain groups of
we are a family," Anderson said.
people.
"We are in this together. We have personal attacks, but you are actually speaking out
"I think there are certain reasons
to lean on each other, and we want
against an issue and leaning toward progress and where a controlled discussion would
everyone to be represented within
be beneficial, such as traumas of
supporting each other."
the organization, so we welcome
combat veterans or sexual assault
everybody, everyone's view, or
-Maryan Abdi survivors or racism," Anderson-Parks
everyone's voice."
said. "I think those are all instances
PRIDE President Christopher
where people who have opinions
Harrop saw safe spaces as places to
that are offensive, they disallow
be oneself, but also places where
get lost going up against the
is not a safe space, so we must be
those people from talking about
it is important to have opposing
bureaucratic red tape of trying to
prepared to take on life's challenges
their experiences. But as a whole I
opinions.
initiate change on campus," Harrop
think that it hurts everybody when
— as burdensome as they may
"To me, a safe space is a place said.
you don't have an open discussion
be — with boldness, vigor, and
where I can be my full, authentic
Anderson said that overall, intellectualism."
with everyone able to insert their
self without fear of harassment
USD does a good job of allowing
opinion if they would like to."
Other students believed that
or recrimination," Fiarrop said. freedom of expression, but lacks on safe spaces are detrimental to
Jimenez
believes
the
"However, safe spaces are not the taking action.
universities because they can block
communication gap
has the
same thing as echo chambers.
"I feel like they always allow
out opposing views.
potential to be solved.
I think it's important for safe
us [to speak], however there is no
Junior Cody Anderson-Parks,
"The
solution
would
be
spaces to foster constructive, follow-up," Anderson said. "I would
who is not affiliated with any
to communicate and also put
respectful dialogues even when
speak my mind, but then it would
political organization on campus, differences aside," Jimenez said.
disagreements arise."
fall on deaf ears. [USD] means
said he believes that safe spaces do
"There is a bigger world out there
Many student leaders also
well because they are giving me
more harm than good.
outside of USD where we have to
mentioned that, although people the opportunity, they are actively
"I think as a whole safe spaces
learn to work together to benefit
with opposing opinions do have listening to me. But then I am left to harm higher education," Andersonsociety whether we like it or not."
the right to free speech in and out
take up that work alone."
Parks said."It is literally a suppression
By having more conversations
of these safe spaces, USD is a private
Jimenez recognized that a safe
of freedom of speech and freedom
about the way students choose to
university and has some power over
space does not mean the blindness
of expression at its core because you express their opinions, students can
the speakers who present here.
are allowing certain people who find
bridge the gap between differences
to contrary opinion.
Jimenez is glad that USD is able
"A safe space is a place I can go
certain things offensive to just cut it of opinion to discuss important
to turn away people who highlight
to express my thoughts without fear out of their reality. The fact is that
topics.
what many people consider to be
hate speech.
"I'm glad that I'm a member of
an institution like the University of
San Diego that understands that
hate speech has consequences and
no place in intellectual dialogue,"
Jimenez said. "Freedom of speech
does not equate from freedom from
consequence."
PRIDE has dealt with backlash
from its drag show, but Harrop
emphasizes PRIDE won't refrain
from hosting the event, because
he and his fellow members see the
show as an important community
event.
"Each year when PRIDE plans
our drag show, many elements of
the show must be thoroughly vetted
by the administration, including
performers' performances and the
drag queen we invite to emcee
the show," Harrop said. "We know
what it feels like to have our events
protested. However, we don't back
down from inviting guest speakers
or from holding events because
it's extremely important for us to
publicly claim and embrace the
presence of the LGBTQ+ community
on campus."
Safe spaces are areas where people can come together to express their opinions and feel safe in sharing with others.
Harrop found that USD allows
Ana Contreras Orozco/The USD Vista
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Trump versus women's health
Recent rollback on birth control coverage affects women on campus and across the country
Nicole Kuhn
Assistant News Editor
Women may now have to pay
out of pocket for birth control.
A statement released by the US
Department of Health and Human
Services declared that the pill may
no longer be covered by insurance.
Employers can decide whether
to cover birth control for their
employees based on moral grounds.
The rollback was issued on Oct. 6 by
theTrump administration.
This policy change will affect
about 62 million women who are
currently covered and pay no cost
for the pill under the Affordable
Care Act. With the announcement
quickly spreading, USD students
are concerned with the news of
optional coverage.
Junior Isabella Samrad reacted
to the change in health care policy.
"Women should have the right
to get birth control free of charge,
regardless of what their employer or
the government has to say," Samrad
said. "The rollback on birth control
coverage concerns me because
as a young woman, I feel entitled
to the right to decide for myself,
considering it is my body. I think
women can continue to fight for
this as a united force. Going forward,
I hope to see a move in the right
direction for women's rights."
Birth control coverage may
be denied by employers based on
religious or moral reasons. Senior
Madison Lamb was confused why

women with basic reproductive
care, from hormonal treatments to
contraceptives.
Jillian Tullis,
IUIIIS, a Communication
communicauun
Studies professor at USD who
focuses on health communication,
was alarmed when she heard the
news.
"I'm very concerned about this
decision," Tullis said. "Birth control
is a vital medical treatment for
many women. It is frequently used
to regulate menstruation, minimize
painful cramps, and even eliminate
acne. But to be perfectly honest,
if we want to minimize abortions,
which everyone can agree that we
do, easy and free access to birth
control is essential."
Tullis discussed that this may
not be the only thing Trump's
administration
could
change.
"This decision will create a lot of
uncertainty and fear for women,"
Tullis said. "What's next? Will
my employer-sponsored
health
insurance
no
longer
cover
mammograms?
Pap
smears?
Maternity care? Heart health checks?
These are critical for women to stay
healthy, and I think many worry
about what other types of treatment
or care might be compromised in
the name of religious liberty. As a
woman, I also wonder why erectile
dysfunction drugs are covered
without controversy. That said, I
think women can look into getting
long-acting birth control such as
lUDs and implants now while the
benefit is still available."
Young women who use the

"Women should have the right to get birth control
free of charge, regardless of what their employer or
the government has to say."
-Isabella Samrad
there is a rollback at all.
"I don't get it," Lamb said. "It's
messed up and doesn't feel real to
me why an administration would
publicly attack the rights of women
so blatantly. We have other purposes
in life than to birth. Contraception
allows women to have their own
lives, to work, to enjoy life, and
decide when they are ready, if ever,
to start a family. I just don't think it's
fair."
Birth control has been around
for fewer than a hundred years,
but has supplied millions of

pill as contraception may be more
prone to unplanned pregnancies
following a change in coverage.
Tullis also brought up the idea that
contraception affects men as well as
women.
"It's important to remember
this is not just a women's issue,"
Tullis said. "Men will feel the
consequences of this decision,
too. Good family planning — the
ability to have children when you're
ready — benefits everyone. So it's a
good time for all of us to advocate
for
access
to comprehensive

Women hold signs as they walk the streets during a protest to promote their choice for birth control.
Photo courtesy of @RCRChoice/Twitter

healthcare, including reproductive
care. Let your representatives know
how you feel."
Trump's
administration
explained that this rollback will help
employers save money and protect
religious affiliation. The rollback
is an interim final rule, meaning
that the rollback will become law
immediately. The interim rule was
issued Oct. 6, but the administration
stated they will accept public
comments until Dec. 5, 2017. Some
students were infuriated by the
news.
Senior Michaela Conley said
she believes that this is an attack on
women and their rights.
"Trump's
misogynistic
presidency has repeatedly attacked
women, and shown that women's
rights are not a priority," Conley said.
"This move only adds to the attacks.
It's also undoubtedly affecting

Massachusetts Attorney General
Maura Healey made a statement
about the issue.
"The Trump administration's
actions today are a direct attack
on women's health and the right
to access affordable and reliable
contraception," Healey said. "By

Civil Liberties Union, and the Center
for Reproductive Rights, have also
joined the fray.
Erin Lovette-Colyer, Director of
the USD Women's Center, issued a
statement on Monday concerning
the rollback.
"The
Women's

Center

"This decision will create a lot of uncertainty and
fear for women."
-Jillian Tullis

millions of Americans."
Massachusetts was one of
the states to file a lawsuit against

gutting this mandate, the religious
belief of employers will replace the
basic right of a woman to care for
herself and her family. I will be suing
the Trump administration today to
stop this rule and defend critical
protections for millions of women
in Massachusetts and across the
country."
Other
states,
including
California,
Washington
State,
and Pennsylvania have also filed
lawsuits challenging the rollback.
Nonprofits, including the National

encourages all students to discover
and use their voices to address
inequity in the world," LovetteColyer said. "Recent decisions by
the White House Administration
(whether intentional or not) serve to
silence those voices."
While the USD Student Health
Center does not prescribe or provide
birth control, Pamela Sikes, Director
of the Student Health Center,
reiterated that students have the
SHC as a resource for medical advice
concerning contraceptives and/or

the

Women's Law Center, the American

sexual health.

mandate.

In

#HandsOffMyBC has been trending on Twitter as a result of the policy changes regarding the Affordable Care Act.

a

response,

Photo courtesy of @NARAL/Twitter
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Modern-day escape from reality
TV shows are a pleasant distraction from students' daily responsibilities
Taryn Beaufort
Opinion Editor
Television series have provided
entertainment to college students
for years, but they have taken on
different roles for University of
San Diego Toreros. USD is home
to a diverse body of students with
different interests that are evident
in their choices of TV shows. Not
only do they look to their shows
as sources of entertainment, but
also to escape the stressful reality
of a college student and enter the
alternate reality of their favorite
series.
Trevor Blasko stated that he is
most attracted to drama shows or
thrillers, such as "Breaking Bad" or
"House of Cards."
"What resonates with me in
these shows are the complex
plots that draw you in and keep
you thinking throughout," Blasko
said. "I like a show that keeps you
guessing or has characters that
draw you in."
Despite the underlying darker
themes of the shows, Blasko
explained that they are actually
therapeutic.
"Watching these types of
shows helps relieve stress in a
way that allows you to focus on a
complex and fulfilling story in a
new world," Blasko said. "Be it the
realistic modern political world of
'House of Cards' or the fantastical
realities of'Stranger Things.'"
Blasko,
like
many
other
students, balances all of the
demands of a busy class schedule,
assignments, and extracurricular
activities. At times, managing all of
their responsibilities can become

too
overwhelming,
leaving
students with the need to take a
break.
"It's an easy escape from stress
by sitting in front of a favorite
show or just getting lost in the
action," Blasko said. "There's of
course many other possibilities
[for stress relief], but I'd say that
[watching shows] is a large one for
many students, or just using it as a
means to hang out with friends by
putting on a show while hanging
out and talking as background
noise or a conversation starter."
Certain
types
of
shows
have risen in popularity among
students; in recent years, reality
shows, including "Keeping Up
With the Kardashians," "The Real
Housewives" franchise, and "The
Bachelor" franchise have become
more popular. Although the reality
presented in these shows may be
far from the reality of students'
lives, that doesn't stop them from
indulging.
Senior Madison Samuels has
been an avid fan of reality shows
for years, specifically "The Real
Housewives of Orange County."
"I like reality TV shows because
I've worked on set for a reality
TV show and got to see it behind
the scenes," Samuels said. "It's
so interesting to see everything
that needs to be done for filming
compared to the final product
seen on the screen."
Samuels said that reality shows
have gained so much momentum
among her and her peers because
they cater to certain aspects of
their daily lives.
"Our generation is so intrigued
by social media and many of these
reality stars have such a strong

NEW SEASON

Bhim
NEXT THURSDAY 8|7c

A clip from the Season 14 trailer of "Grey's Anatomy" premiered on Sept. 28, 2017 on ABC network.
Screenshot courtesy of Grey's Anatomy-Grey Sloan/ YouTube

presence on social media,"Samuels
said. "I will find myself looking up
the housewives' accounts while
I'm watching the show to see what
they have been up to in between
episodes."
This can also be seen in similar
reality shows. Socialites will often
post what products they use,
where their outfits can be bought,
or what they are doing on a dayto-day basis so fans develop
seemingly intimate relationships
with them.
Senior Mallery Kiefus is a
devoted viewer of the reality TV
series "Below Deck." The series
profiles young people who work

aboard yachts and visit some of
the world's most beautiful places
on the job.
"After a stressful day of school
the last thing I want to think about
is more homework," Kiefus said.
"I like watching something that
helps me take my mind off of
everything else."
For Kiefus, watchingTV is more
than just a means to pass the time;
it's a chance to imagine herself at
the shows' destinations as they
travel.
"If I could travel the world for
a living, I so would," Kiefus said.
"When I am watching 'Below Deck,'
I get to learn about various places

bit by bit and get a sneak peak of
where I would want to travel. It's
almost like traveling for free."
Watching TV can bring many
different things to each USD
student. Whether it's watching
a riveting political drama like
"House of Cards" or a pop cultureinfused reality show like "Keeping
Up
With
the
Kardashians,"
students find that TV shows serve
as a means of relaxation and
escape. Traditionally, watching
television was just another form
of entertainment. Maybe one day,
though, students will be watching
TV on a yacht, instead of watching
TV shows about yachts.

Business Insider's
Popular TV shows of
201 7:

o
e
e
e

Game of Thrones
The Walking Dead
Pretty Little Liars

O Prison Break
Vikings

O The Big Bang Theory
O The Flash
Rita Srekais/The USD Vista
Have an opinion? Write a Letter to the Editor to be considered for publication in The USD Vista. Contact vistaeditor@sandiego.edu for more information.
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body.
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Communications consolidated
"Torero Weekly's" effectiveness — are students really getting less emails?
Victoria Zielinksi
Asst. Opinion Editor
At the University of San
Diego, students are bombarded
with
emails
from
various
parts of campus
— facilities,
guest speakers, campus event
announcements, and more all
send emails straight to inboxes for
students to sort through. This fall
brought a change to how campus
happenings are communicated to
students.
The
USD
University
Communications
office
is
responsible for sharing campuswide announcements and has
made an attempt to consolidate
the amount of emails sent to
faculty, students, and staff with a
new campus-wide newsletter —
Torero Weekly.
Although Torero Weekly aims
to simplify the number of emails
received,
students
question
whether the strategy is actually
effective in meeting its goal.
Junior Samantha Carpenter
shared that even though the
Torero Weekly aims to reduce the
amount of emails, her inbox is
still flooded and she only reads
emails that are pertinent to her
individually.
"Honestly, I get so many emails
it isn't really a priority for me
to sit down and read the entire
newsletter," Carpenter said. "I
didn't notice a huge change with

WtfS?

the new newsletter; I feel like I
only read emails if they're from
one of my professors or from my
major's department."
Each Monday morning, the
Torero Weekly is sent out with
information for the upcoming
week. Departments can submit
announcements
individually
through
the
University
Communications website to share
their announcements with the
USD community.
Carpenter suggested a more
individualized approach to the
Torero Weekly newsletter.
"I feel like I'd be more inclined
to read the updates if they tailored
it to students' majors," Carpenter
said. "For example, business
majors should get a separate
email from arts or science majors.
I wouldn't be interested in going
to a business event because I'm
a science major — some of the
information just isn't useful to me."
Junior Megan Herz explained
that she receives information
about
campus
happenings
outside of her inbox, so she did
not notice a difference in the new
email updates.
"I hear about upcoming events
more through people in my classes
or advertised on flyers around
campus than through email," Herz
said. "Sometimes I don't have time
to read through the entire Torero
Weekly, but I feel like it's helpful to
have information in one place to
reference if I need to."

Upon opening it, Herz was
deterred by the long length of the
newsletter.
"I think the most recent
Torero Weekly had at least 10
campus events listed on it," Herz
said. "I feel like it can get a little
overwhelming at times, but it's
organized into categories so you
can read through what you're
interested in. It might be more
helpful to first-year students who
are finding their place on campus
and aren't sure what kind of events
they are interested in yet."
Sophomore Sonia Steen stated
that she finds it easier to view
events happening on campus at a
glance with the new update.
"I wouldn't say I read the
Torero Weekly, but I typically
skim through to see if there are
any events that I'm interested in,"
Steen said.
Steen also shared that since the
new initiative had been enacted,
she has not noticed a change in
the amount of emails she receives.
"I haven't noticed myself
getting significantly fewer emails
about events since they switched
over to the Torero Weekly, but
I like the fact that you can find
everything all in one email," Steen
said. "It seems like the only way
to reduce the amount of emails is
for students to unsubscribe from
what they don't want to see. I think
the Torero Weekly is doing a good
job at simplifying things."
Increased awareness of the

University °f San Diego'

Torero

WM

View email in browser.

MONDAY, OCT. 2, 2017

As part of an initiative aimed at reducing the number of campus-wide emails, the
Department of University Communications has developed the Torero Weekly.
which aggregates events and announcements aimed at the entire campus
community (faculty, students, and administration/staff) into a communication
disseminated campus wide each Monday during the academic year.
A glimpse of the new "Torero Weekly" email.
Screenshot courtesy of University Communications

Torero Weekly and its weekly
content
could
also
benefit
students.
"I read more about the purpose
of the Torero Weekly emails
online," Steen said. "I feel like I will
pay more attention to them now
to see if there is anything that I am
interested in."
Students are attracted to the
convenience of the Torero Weekly,
but there is still a flood of emails
from other departments who
are not always included in the
newsletter, such as the College of
Arts and Sciences Newsletter "The
College" and "The Changemaker
Connection."
Junior VadaThomas stated that
she reads the Torero Weekly when

she has the time to. However, she
believes that the Torero Weekly
could useadditional consolidation.
"I think I would want to read
the emails more if I didn't already
get so many emails from the
school and facilities; sometimes it
just gets mixed in with everything
else that I receive during the day,"
Thomas said.
Since the Torero Weekly has
launched, it seems as though
compiling campus information
into a single email has been more
convenient for students, but it
is unclear whether this makes
it a more compelling read. The
Torero Weekly might just be
another unread email left sitting
in students'inboxes.
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Have an opinion? Write a Letter to the Editor to be considered for publication in The USD Vista. Contact vistaeditor@sandiego.edu for more information.
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body.
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Homecoming at a glance
Homecoming and Family Weekend brought visitors from all parts of the USD community to campus
Junior Maureen Cobile's family
attended Homecoming and Family
Weekend when she was a first-year,
and she stated her appreciation
for the weekend while she was still
adjusting to the college lifestyle.
"Two years ago, being a
freshman and missing my family,
it was nice to have them here
to experience what I get to
experience," Cobile said.
This year, Cobile's parents did
not attend homecoming weekend,
but she still attended the events
during the weekend.
Sophomore Michael Apostol
questioned the necessity of the
weekend being catered to parents
visiting their children.
"Why does there have to
be a special weekend just for
[parents visiting their children]?"
Apostol said. "They can come visit
whenever they want."
Gilger said it was important for
homecoming weekend to occur,
as it brought the USD community
together.
"It's definitely important that
we push that community aspect
of the whole weekend," Gilger
said. "By incorporating events like
a tailgate and a concert, it really
brings people all together in one
place rather than have them come
to campus and kind of being on
their own."
The weekend was not only
catered to parents, however.

Celina Tebor
Feature Editor
Every fall, the University of San
Diego is overtaken by a burst of
school spirit. Students, alumni, and
parents congregate on campus for
the Big Blue Bash concert, free
food, carnival rides, and other
homecoming weekend activities.
Most students at USD are informed
about Homecoming and Family
Weekend, but few might know the
behind-the-scenes process to put
it together.
Homecoming
and
Family
Weekend is created with the help
ofTorero Program Board (TPB) and
Associated Students (AS). Pitrina
Gilger, Vice Chair of Special Events,
said that the process of bringing
homecoming together is a long
and extensive one.
"[Planning]
homecoming
weekend starts right away when
the new team comes together,"
Gilger said. "The new team came
together in May of last year."
School administration does
have input in terms of the events
during homecoming, but a new
approval process allowed for more
freedom for TPB and AS.
"Everything still needs to get
approved by our advisors and
administrators higher up than us,
so they are involved in the whole
process," Gilger said.

There were more than 20 alumni
reunions over
the weekend,
ranging from sports reunions to
the 'Golden Torero' reunion for
alumni who graduated over 50
years ago.
Cobile was impressed by the
number of alumni she saw during
the weekend.
"I saw some alumni doing the
Amazing Torero Race," Cobile said.
"It was great that they love USD so
much that they're always willing to
come back."
One of the biggest events
of homecoming weekend was
the Big Blue Bash, a concert
and festival put on by TPB. This
year,' Matt Fairorth, Jawara Mills
(UNKWN), Sage the Gemini, and
B.o.B performed.
One of Apostol's favorite parts
of the weekend was the Big Blue
Bash concert.
"The concert was great, the
food was great, and the rides were
questionable," Apostol said.
While Apostol thought the
performance by Sage the Gemini
and B.o.B was much better than
last year's concert, he noticed that
there was less emphasis on other
parts of the Big Blue Bash.
"I thought the rides and food
were worse," Apostol said. "The
quality was still there, but there
was just less of it."
Cobile noticed that the spirit
seemed increased compared to
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FISH
GRILL

NOW

Ahi Tuna (Grilled Rare*) Grilled Spec
pjijj

^feafooA^1

OPEN

COASTAL TACO COMBOS

2 Tacos served over Cabbage, Tomato & Cilantro
Mix with Pickled Onions. Served with Rice,
Beans & Drink. Add Tortilla Chips 1,95
A. . ,
Battered Fish
Cajun Salmon

e/
;l "S
3.09/8.00
3.29/9.00

alacart

"I think this year we had the
biggest turnout we've ever had,
which I think is really nice because
it reflects the time period and
amount of work we put in," Gilger
said. "We really kept the student
body in mind in wanting everyone
to have a good time, and the
number of people who showed up
really reflects that."
Over the course of the
weekend, hundreds of visitors
came to visit campus and
participate in USD's school pride.
From alumni reunions to the
football tailgate, the community
came together to celebrate their
university spirit.

GRILLED SPECIALTIES

CLASSICS

Choice of: Garlic Butter Sauce, Seasoned
Olive Oil, Cajun Style Or Chimichurri Sauce.

Battered or Breaded In House Quick-Fried,
with Kaleslaw*& Fries. Sub Spicy Garlic
Fries or Sweet Potato Fries 175

Salmon & Swai Combo
Cajun Seared Ahi (Rare)*
Ahi Tuna (GrilledRare)*
Tilapia
Atlantic Salmon
Shrimp Skewers
Swai (White/Fish)
Idaho Trout
Louisiana Delta Catfish
Ono
Giant Shrimp
Shrimp.
Giant
v
., ,
Chicke" BreastftoAm]

11.99
12.99
12.99
9.79
12.49
11.29
....8.79
9.99
9.99
10.99
.13.99
13.99
n

.49

Battered Fish & Chips
Breaded Calamari
Breaded Shrimp
Fried Catfish
Breaded Po„ock

8.99
8.49
8.99
9.79

Breaded Combo

9.49

7<99

(Choose Two:Shrimp, Calamari or Fish)
*Kaleslaw contains almonds. Consuming raw
or undercooked meats may increase your risk of
food borne illness, especially if you have certain
medical conditions.
Kid's Menu Available

1

Ckrimn

3 IOIQ tc

two sides: Fries, Rice, Beans, Kaleslaw*

Battered Shrimp
3.29/9.25
erilMMdllni, .subBmmRia.50
Chimichurri Chicken .... 2.89/8.00 Add Green Salad 1.75 • Upgrade for 1.75
CALIFORNIA 80WLS
sm^sprmfi^mMSmacmSm

IjmM

Served over White Rice. Sub Brown Rice .50

fell
*1

homecoming in previous years.
"The singers were really cool
in the concert,"Cobile said. "I really
think there was good attendance
this year, so it got everyone
involved."
While
the
artists
who
performed at the Big Blue Bash
seemed catered toward students,
TPB wanted to ensure all visitors
during the weekend were included
in the festivities.
"We keep the whole family in
mind," Gilger said. "Because we
want to have everyone have fun at
the event."
Homecoming weekend was a
success in the eyes of Gilger.

,2-49
Ono Veracuz
3.65/9.50 Swordfish
Cajun Shrimp
3.29/9.25 Barramundi/Seofasj
11.99
*
til'l I r . I
-9 AA
Cajun Swai (White/Fish). . . . 3.09/8.00 Wild Salmon ...............,.12.99

Ahi Poke Starter

~4*i%-

B.o.B performed at the Big Blue Bash, one of the most popular events of the weekend.
Cyrus Lange/The USD Vista

*

Salmon & Swai Salad

Cilantro Lime Salmon
Chimichurri Chicken
Dynamite Shrimp
Ahi or Salmon Poke*

•*SmetPoU"«*•Me ,MoM

.....9.49
WE LOVE SALADS
9.49 Salmon & Swai.
11.99
.10.99 Grilled Chicken Breast
9.49
11,99 Asian Shrimp
10.49

Make it a Grain Bowl -Any Bowl Served
over Quinoa, Brown Rice, Kale & Corn 1.00

Cajun Salmon
.12.99
(ajun Seared Ahi* .............12.99

m
Sunday-Wednesday llam-9pm
Thursday-Saturday llam-9:30pm
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SIBC offers real-world experience
Student International Business Council is the only club on campus with a private endowment
CelinaTebor
Feature Editor
Students at the University
of San Diego have a plethora of
clubs and organizations to be
involved in — from intramural
sports to cultural clubs, it seems
like there is something for every
student. However, there is only one
organization on campus that has a
$1.1 million private endowment,
is one of three chapters in the
nation, and sends students around
the globe with financial backing:
the Student International Business
Center (SIBC).
SIBC seeks to give students realworld experience in international
business. President of SIBC, Junior
Pearl Lai, said that SIBC is important
because it gives students a different
experience than they get in the
classroom.
"You're taking what you're
learning in a classroom and taking
it to a project and formulating a
real plan," Lai said. "It helps with
public speaking, and research, and
organization."
Junior MJ

Layco

said

his

The foundation aims to strengthen
the
community
engagement
through charitable contributions
to
organizations.
Potenziani
established USD's chapter of SIBC in
2002 with a $1.1 million endowment
and frequently meets with all three
chapters of SIBC throughout the
year.
"[Potenziani]
is
fiercely
intelligent and not only supports
us financially," Kirk said. "He makes
himself available to the council
during the semester, coming to
campus and hosting networking
events in Rancho Santa Fe."
With its large endowment
and $50,000 annual budget that
operates off the interest from the
endowment, SIBC gives students
the opportunity to travel and gain
experience around the world with
significant financial backing.
This fall, the entire council
was invited to an overnight trip in
Ensenada, Mexico to visit its project
at Pacifico Agriculture.
"We're working on coming up
with more green, sustainable, ecofriendly packaging for [Pacifico
Agriculture's] striped sea bass," Kirk
said. "The SIBC is paying for hotels.

"I think our main purpose is to not only bring
students together in a classroom setting, but bring
them together, foster friendships, and make future
connections."
-Pearl Lai
experience in SIBC has improved
both his work ethic and professional
skills.
"Companies can take whatever
we do into consideration," Layco
said. "We just need to put trust into
our work, and if we're successful,
[the companies] let us know."
SIBC began at the University of
Notre Dame in 1898, then spread to
Benedictine College and eventually
came to USD in 2002. Brittany Kirk,
the SIBC advisor, was involved
during its formation at USD.
"I started as internship director,"
Kirk said. "We had interns in UK
and in Hong Kong, and there were
some
international
leadership
conferences in Italy and France that
I attended also."
SIBC's benefactor is Frank
Potenziani of the M&T Foundation.

there's boat rides out to the islands,
and it's covering all transportation
costs and meals."
SIBC utilizes its endowment to
give students real-life experiences
that are hard to find anywhere else
for a low or free cost to the student.
"We utilize the endowment
from our benefactor to get students
to gain real-world experience, or
gain a means if they didn't have
one before," Lai said. "I think our
main purpose it to not only bring
students together in a classroom
setting, but bring them together,
foster friendships, and make future
connections."
Lai explained that while some of
the trips are costly, USD's chapter of
SIBC benefits from the excursions.
"We sent one of our studentinternship directors to Paris, and

Student International Business Council at the Alcala Bazaar.
Photo courtesy of Brittany Kirk

Student International Business Council members work on projects with companies both nationally and internationally.
Photo courtesy of Brittany Kirk

because the money is used to send
the student to where they need
to be, she brought a project and
managing campaign for us to work
on," Lai said.
Layco joined SIBC in spring 2017,
and has participated in projects ever
since.
"The biggest project I've done is
a marketing campaign project that
we did last spring with a company
in Chicago," Layco said. "They gave
us instructions of what they wanted
and we had to create a marketing
campaign for them and present it
to them. We actually got to travel to
Chicago."
SIBC also has a trip once every

semester to the University of
Notre Dame for all three chapters
to discuss plans for the following
year. Lai explained that every year's
forum is different and presents a
unique challenge.
"In the fall, we have the
international politics and economics
council," Lai said. "It's an economics
forum where the benefactor gives
a prompt to each school. This year's
is 'What will our world look like for
our grandchildren?' [USD's chapter
is] focusing on the market trends
and technology that can change
people's lives in the next 30 years."
The three chapters present to

each other their ideas at the forum,
and find projects to relate to the
topic for that semester.
"We
have
four
projects
this semester to
work with
tech companies and work with
international companies," Kirk said.
"We network with the other SIBCs,
work on presentation skills, and
work on project management."
Layco is involved in one of the
four projects this semester, working
with the prompt that was given
to SIBC during the international
politics and economics council.

it as USD's best-hidden secret.
"If you ask people on campus
if they know what the SIBC is, 90
percent have never heard of it," Kirk
said. "They're not aware that there's
a council on campus that's privately
endowed to gain experience."
At the end of the 2016 school
year, SIBC only had 35 members.
Currently the organization has 50
members and is trying to expand
their membership. There is no
application or previous experience
necessary to join.
"Our goal is to make it a very big

"If y o u a s k p e o p l e o n c a m p u s i f t h e y k n o w w h a t t h e
SIBC is, 90 percent have never heard of it. They're
not aware that there's a council on campus that's
privately endowed to gain experience."
-Brittany Kirk
"I'm working with Facebook and
working on how to get internet to
third-world countries using drones,"
Layco said.
Although SIBC sends students
out on projects every year and
has significant financial
backing,
most students at USD do not know
about it and membership for the
organization is low. Kirk referred to

organization," Lai said. "My personal
goal as president is to bring it up to
70 members. While we want to have
a lot of members, we want to make
sure everyone feels involved and
has a part.The goal is to bring more
projects to our organization."
SIBC meets in Olin 225 on
Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. and is open
to all majors.

SIBC meets once a week to discuss their project and meets once a semester with all three national chapters.
Photo courtesy of Brittany Kirk
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Homecoming Concert
"Goes Down For Real"

"This is the best event that USD has ever put on. The
vibe was there. Everyone was getting it and getting
lit." -Taylor Gonzalez, Senior

Big Blue Bash is one of the most popular
events of Homecoming and Family
Weekend. This year, students Matt
Fairorth and Jawara Mills (UNKNWN)
opened the stage, with Sage The Gemini
and B.o.B following.The artists played
their most popular throwback songs,
and their performances made students
feel nostalgic for their teen years. From
climbing stop signs to crowdsurfing, the
concert was one to remember.

"My favorite song was'Airplanes.'It is what everyone knows
him for, and it's something we all remember from middle
school. It's nice to bring that back to your friends here."
-Ben Fybel, Sophomore

"I am so proud of USD just because this is a
very relatable and noticeable artist. It was so
much fun and everyone was singing along. It
was really nice; it felt like a community."

.'

-Daisy Aguilar, Senior
»

* *

*

•

"This was an amazing concert. It's really cool because B.o.B — he's
|an artist when I was growing up and I listened to him all of the time.
For USD to get him, it was a huge step up from last year."
-Austin Juarez, Junior

"As a day-one Sage member, some of the songs
. that got played had me turnt and I was feeling it."
-Eric Ricks, First-year
Spread by Rita Srekais; Photos by Ana Contreras Orozco and Cyrus Lange; Content by Celina Tebor and Tayler Reviere Verninas
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Big Blue Bash was a smash hit
Toreros turn up to throwbacks from B.o.B and Sage The Gemini at last Friday's concert

Rapper B.o.B headlined the Big Blue Bash last Friday and delivered a rousing performance.
Ana Contreras Orozco/The USD Vista

Bash, from Page 1
&

element of excitement and
energy often found at other college
concerts. This year, however, these
performance stipulations seemed
to go out the window.
Senior
Taylor
Gonzalez
contrasted
the
different
experiences between her first year
and final year at USD.
"This is the best event that
USD has ever put on," Gonzalez
said. "Freshman year it was Magic
and I watched it from my room in
Maher because it was boring and
not fun. But this year was very fun
and electrifying. There was a lot of
participation from the audience
which was really nice, and that's
not normal for USD festivals. Most

a strong first performance as the
crowd on Torero Way began to
slowly fill in.
The next opener was Jawara
Mills (UNKNWN), who had the
crowd energized early with a cover
of Lil Wayne's "A Milli." Following
this song, however, it seemed
that he missed an opportunity to
capitalize on the crowd's liveliness,
and switched to slower original
tracks. These songs, while wellperformed and polished, seemed
to miss the vibe of a growing
audience that was trending
upward with excitement for Sage
The Gemini and B.o.B. However,
UNKNWN finished on a high note,
performing his original song "PYT"
for his final song of the night, a
bouncy track that set the stage for

"There was a lot of participation from the
audience which was really nice, and that's not
normal for USD festivals."
-Taylor Gonzalez
of the time it feels like someone
is singing at you because the
artists that they get aren't very
interactive."
USD students Matt Fairorth
and Jawara Mills (UNKNWN)
started the evening with short
sets that were comprised of both
original songs and covers.
Fairorth led in with a cover
of Death Cab For Cutie's "Codes
and Keys," before moving on to
original songs such as"Backroads."
Fairorth's vocal and instrumental
talent shined, and his music was

Sage The Gemini.
Despite
being
a
wellestablished artist, SageThe Gemini
wasn't all calm and collected
before his performance.
"I don't know how I feel right
now," Sage said. "I am always
nervous before I go on stage."
The rapper sported a USD
sweatshirt to begin his set with a
raucous performance of his and
Flo Rida's song, "GDFR (Going
Down For Real)." The aptly titled
song proved to be the perfect start
to his set, and he kept the energy

high throughout his time on stage.
He went on to perform his
newer hits such as "Good Thing,"
"Reverse," "Panoramic," and "Now
and Later," before moving on
to his signature hits including
"Gas Pedal," and "Red Nose." In a
pre-concert interview, Sage The
Gemini explained that when he
first started creating songs, he
focused on lyrics, only to realize
no one cared.
"I would really like rap very,
very hard and come up with
punchline after punchline after
punchline and really show people
that I could use my metaphors, and
nobody cared," Sage The Gemini
said. "So I always thought, 'Man
how can you get on the radio?' So
I started listening to the radio and
it was just these songs you did not
put your heart into. Like what is
that? So I mixed a little bit of that
into a little bit of my style into
dumb music. Songs that were just
wild with no formula or nothing.
So I just went wacky with the song
and made the beat and they liked
it, so I was like alright let's go with
it."
These hits like "Gas Pedal" and
"Red Nose" are still party anthems
for many current USD students,
and the audience response was
notably excited to hear them
performed. Sage The Gemini
engaged the crowd during his set,
taking off his sweatshirt to reveal
another USD t-shirt, and later
ditching his shirt altogether, much
to the delight of many female

fans. He alternated between
performing on stage and standing
on the speakers in front of the
stage and the railing between him
and his fans.
Sage
The
Gemini's
set
represented real star power at
the Big Blue Bash. While past
performers were known for one
or two hit songs. Sage The Gemini
brought a deep catalog of hits
to the stage on Friday, and the
audience reaction was indicative
of his mainstream success. Most,
if not all students knew the words
to his songs, and they were not shy
about singing along and dancing.
The crowd was always engaged,
and SageThe Gemini kept the hits
coming until the conclusion of his
nearly hour-long set.
His set brought an upbeat,
party-like atmosphere to campus,
which has not been felt during
past performances. In today's
college landscape, the soundtrack
to many students' social lives is
rap, and it often takes an artist of
this genre to bring out enthusiasm
in students. This seemed to be the
case Friday night, and Sage The
Gemini certainly fit the bill.
First-year Eric Ricks expressed
his
enthusiasm
after
Sage's
performance.
"As a day-one Sage member,
some of the songs that got played
had me turnt and I was feeling it,"
Ricks said.
As Sage The Gemini's set came
to a close, the crowd swelled to be
the biggest the Big Blue Bash saw
last Friday night. Taking the stage
to good-natured chants of "the
world is flat" from the large crowd
of USD students, B.o.B began his set
with his lively hit "Strange Clouds."
The chants, made in reference to
the rapper's outspoken views on
social media that the Earth is flat,
were a whimsical beginning to
what would prove to be a rowdy,
memorable set from the Atlanta
rapper.
Junior Austin Juarez was filled
with emotion during and after
B.o.B's set.
"This was an amazing concert,"

Juarez said."It's really cool because
B.o.B — he's an artist [from] when
I was growing up and I listened to
him all of the time. For USD to get
him it was a huge step up from last
year. It was awesome just listening
live to all the songs I grew up
listening to."
B.o.B, dressed in USD colors
with a blue and white visor
precariously angled on his head,
performed his early hits next,
including his smash hit "Nothing
on You." His set was interspersed
with covers of various other artists'
songs, ranging from Bruno Mars'
"That's What I Like," to Playboi
Carti's "Magnolia," all of which
he punctuated with enthusiastic
dancing. These covers, which at
times consisted of B.o.B simply
letting the track play and working
the stage, might have been
problematic for a different artist.
However, B.o.B simultaneously
exhilarated the crowd and bought
himself a bit of a break in the midst
of a hectic set.
B.o.B really began to shine
when he rolled out his biggest
hits including "Magic,""Too Good,"
and "HeadBand." He leaned on
the crowd both literally and
figuratively while crowd-surfing
the audience of Toreros. Juarez
described what it was like
experiencing these songs live.
"When he played 'HeadBand'
it was awesome," Juarez said "if he
didn't play'HeadBand,'I was going
to be a little bit disappointed. But
once it came on I just got super
excited. It was amazing seeing it
live; I listen to it in my car all of the
time. For him to actually play it live
was an unreal experience."
Much like Sage The Gemini,
B.o.B was very familiar to the
crowd of students, and during his
biggest hits, the crowd went wild.
He crowdsurfed for the entirety of
both "Magic," and "Too Good," and
in perhaps the most memorable
moment of the night, brought four
female USD students onstage to
dance with him during "HeadBand."
The provocative dancing mirrored
the lyrics of the song, and it was an

I

At
Senior Matt Fairorth was the first artist to perform on Friday.
Anderson Haigler/The USD Vista
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undeniably extraordinary moment
for students.
First-year Addie Hardten was
one of the students brought
onstage to dance with B.o.B, and
she described her experience.
"It was so much fun, like it was
just amazing," Hardten said. "It was
super cool how it was random
people from the crowd coming
together dancing with B.o.B."
Following his performance
of "Price Tag," B.o.B left the stage
briefly before returning for an
encore at the resounding request
of the crowd. He began his encore
with a performance of "We Still In
This Bitch," then moved on to a
more emotional song, "Don't Let
Me Fall," thanking the audience
before leaving the stage. However,
Toreros were not fully satisfied and
began chanting "encore" for B.o.B
to return to the stage and sing his
smash hit "Airplanes."
After hearing perhaps the
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surprise at the phenomenal
performers USD hosted on Friday
night.
"The vibe was there," Gonzalez
said. "Everyone was getting it and
getting lit. Everyone knew the
songs and it was more than just
one which was really nice from
both artists. It was just nonstop. I
kept forgetting I was at USD and
had to keep remind myself that
we were at USD because this is
not something that happens here.
USD does not do this type of stuff,
aka rap music and nice artists that
people actually know."
B.o.B stayed onstage after the
conclusion of his final song and
signed autographs for students,
signing everything from shirts to
inflatable maps of the world. The
rapper left the stage with one final
message for the crowd.
"Promise me one thing," B.o.B
said, "You won't ever be nobody's
bitch."

"I think it is awesome that USD is finally bringing
some different type of music into our space that is
really geared toward the students..."
-Jordan Rodriguez
most notable song of the night,
Juarez explained how he felt in
that moment.
"Oh, it was incredible; I loved
it!" Juarez said. "I was personally
disappointed when he walked off
stage and didn't play 'Airplanes'
— that was really bad. But then
they called him back and played
'Airplanes' and I was going insane
because I know every single word
to that song. When he played it
everyone was looking around like
this guy knows every single word
— like yeah I know every single
word — I listened to this on the
radio on my way to school every
single morning in the seventh
grade."
The image of B.o.B rapping
among the crowd was priceless
as he sat on students' shoulders
and gave his all for the Toreros.
He engaged the crowd in a way
that no other performer had at
the Big Blue Bash last Friday, and
the crowd engaged him back
— they were captivated by his
performance until the very last
song.
He closed out his set, which
spanned more than an hour, with
his most recent hit,"4 Lit.'The lively
song provided a fitting end to a
performance that some Toreros
described as most definitely
"lit." B.o.B's interaction with the
crowd didn't stop with his music,
however.
Gonzalez
expressed
her

He repeated this phrase
several times and encouraged
the audience to chant it with him
before he left the stage for good.
This sentiment, undoubtedly a
reference to B.o.B's overall antiestablishment and outspoken
views on conspiracy theories,
provided a fitting end to what
was an eccentric and heartfelt
performance from the rapper.
Senior
Jordan
Rodriguez,
Associated Students Inclusion
and Diversity Committee Chair,
shared her opinions toward the
selection of genre at this year's
homecoming concert.
"I think it is awesome that USD
is finally bringing some different
type of music into our space that is
really geared toward the students
and what students like, especially
since that is their activity fee
money going toward these type
of things that we put on for them,"
Rodriguez said. "I am really glad
that everyone had a great time
and I have only gotten really good
responses from everyone I have
talked to. They enjoyed their night
and they really loved the music
this year and they were really
excited to come out. This is one of
the biggest turnouts we have had
for homecoming."
What
happened
onstage
Friday night was only part of
the story, though. As notable as
the performances were, equally
notable were the actions of the

Sage The Gemini performed crowd favorites like "Panoramic, "Now And Later," "Gas Pedal," and "Red Nose."
Ana Contreras Orozco/The USD Vista

crowd. Multiple USD students
scaled stop signs on Torero Way
to gain a better view of the stage,
moves that suggested just how
large the crowd ended up being.
Rodriguez
expressed
her
concern for the dangerous actions
of these particular Toreros.
"I was more concerned about

students brought beach balls that
looked like the Earth, and one
student brought a sign reading
"The Earth Is Flat," both again
referencing in good fun B.o.B's
views on the Earth being flat.
However, not all of the
actions made Friday night were
in the genre of good fun. A San

"I listened to ['Airplanes'] on the radio on my way to
school every single morning in the seventh grade."
-Austin Juarez
their safety rather than anything,"
Rodriguez said. "That's really our
main concern as far as AS and TPB
goes. Making sure everyone has a
good time but always safety comes
first. We just wanted to make sure
they were safe, and they got down
safely so that they did not injure
themselves or other people."
In addition, a couple of

Diego Police Department officer
confirmed that a USD student was
arrested for public intoxication
following an altercation with other
USD students.
On a more general level, the
crowd seemed to come together in
a sense of community that had not
been seen on USD's campus in a
long time, and students seemed to

genuinely be having a good time
and enjoying the performance,
rather than just showing up
because it was something to do.
Senior Daisy Aguilar explained

why she had so much fun during
the Big Blue Bash of 2017.
"I am so proud of USD just
because this is a very relatable
and noticeable artist," Aguilar
said. "A lot of people are familiar
with him, unlike other artists from
previous times where they have
been up-and-coming so no one
really knows them. It was so much
fun and everyone was singing
along. It was really nice; it felt like
a community."
For a school that is not known
for its lively social scene, USD's Big
Blue Bash marked a step forward
for student involvement with
on-campus events, as well as the
overall social vibe of campus.
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The large crowd of USD students was captivated by the performers.
Ana Contreras Orozco/The USD Vista

USD student and rapper UNKNWN was one of two student openers for the concert.
Ana Contreras Orozco/The USD Vista
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Open Studio: Dana Delaney
Senior Dana Delaney describes her artwork and process as a Visual Arts major

As a senior, Delaney works predominantly in her studio at USD.

Dana Delaney's work hangs on the walls of her studio.

Kelly Kennedy/The USD Vista

Kelly Kennedy/The USD Vista

On her love for videography:

"This is my most recent work I've done [pictured to the right],
it's a music video to 'Diamonds are a Girl's Best Friend' by Marilyn
Monroe. It was kind of a pun on the lyrics and I really liked doing the
special effects. The assignment was to do different layers and effects
for the video. I started in Premiere and then I did special effects in
After Effects. I [also] made [a short film] in my hometown, it's more
like a play on horror films. It featured a funny murder scene. My main
work is editing and I love doing special effects. That's kind of what
my senior thesis is going to focus on."
On her upcoming senior thesis:

"I'm not 100 percent going to focus on this, and I might change it,
but the plan so far is to have two projections on the side of the wall.

"My main work is editing and I love doing special
effects. That's kind of what my senior thesis is
going to focus on."
- Dana Delaney
The videos are going to be clips of nature — I'm going to film a bunch
of different parks — and it's supposed to be relaxed and immerse
the viewer into the environment. Then the second loop would be cut
with parts of the human body and the interaction between the two.
The third part would be choppier edits to show how people are a
part of nature, so it would go through those three loops. I really love
doing visual effects and working with the camera."
On being a transfer student:

"My major at DePaul was Digital Cinema and it focused so much
more on computer work. I learned so much editing software, which
I really liked working with, but here [at USD] you're required to take
drawing, sculpture, painting — a wider variety of art classes that I
never would have taken. I probably wouldn't have taken Visual
Communications, which is one of my favorite classes now. I feel more
pushed to use my imagination and creativity — it totally expanded
my abilities. I liked DePaul and thought that they had a strong
program, but they didn't require me to broaden my horizons, and
now I feel much more skilled in different areas."

Here, Delaney showcases one of her more recent projects, a music video.
Kelly Kennedy/The USD Vista
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The Comeback Kid

9-10 a.m.

Ben Friedl, Nathan Wiggins,
Matthew Hendrickson

Sports

Zach Le Fleur Experience

12-1 p.m.

Zachary Farber

Indie Music and Discussion

Dominic Richmond

8-9 p.m.

Dominic Richmond

Big Hoss Radio

12:30-1:30 p.m.

Drew Duhovic

Alternative Rock and Indie

Andreas Matthews

2-3 p.m.

Andreas Matthews

Top 100 (Mainstream)

Intelligent Conversations

4-5 p.m.

Frank Rodriguez

Tecolote Canyon Tracks

12-1 p.m.

Noah Pallmeyer

Interview

Angry Dan

1-2 p.m.

Daniel Shankle

Fantasy Football

Evan Hutton

8-9 p.m.

Evan Hutton

On Air With Em

10-11 a.m.

Emily Patterson

Top 100

Against the Grain

12:30-1:30 p.m.

Owen Lewis

Interview

Tropical Skys

6-8 p.m.

Skylar + Murli

Crush's Corner

11-12 a.m.

James Davenport

Interview

New Vinyl

6-7 p.m.

Megan Tristano

Alternative Rock
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Future teachers, counselors, and principals:

Earn Your Master s
Degree and Credential
at Azusa Pacific

California's teacher shortage means qualified
educators are in high demand. Azusa Pacific
University's School of Education prepares
educators to see and cultivate the potential
in every student. Join a legacy of graduates
making a lasting difference in their classrooms
and communities. Start your master's
degree or credential in education at APU and
become the next great teacher, counselor, or
administrator who transforms lives.

Now enrolling for three start dates
throughout the year.
Apply today! apu.edu/education

Benefit from a more than

Q^O/n in-field job
/ vl placement rate
Source: School of Education survey respondents

Eastvale STEM Academy, Medical Biology Class, Director: Kim Lu Lawe, Ed.D. '16

School of Education

A AZUSA PACIFIC
U N I V E R S I T Y
God First Since 1899
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SPORTS
Women's soccer in top form
Behind goal-crazy Summer Mason, Lady Toreros are off to best conference start since 2012
Kristen Gengenbacher
Contributor
It's not how you start, it's
how you finish, and the USD
Women's Soccer Team is well on
its way toward a strong finish.
Despite
entering
league
play with a 2-8 record, one of
the lowest in the West Coast
Conference, the Toreros are now
on a four-game win streak, with
the latter of those wins making for
a perfect 3-0 start in conference.
The Toreros defeated BYU, St.
Mary's, and Pacific to reach their
best conference start since 2012.
While
this
newfound
confidence is due in large part
to head coach Louise Lieberman
and her staff, Lieberman credits
these wins to the resiliency
and dedication of her players.
"Against Cal State Northridge
[the game before conference
started], things really started to
click and gel," Lieberman said.
"The girls felt more confident in
that game. Winning boosted their
confidence and established a
belief in themselves that maybe
wasn't there initially. I'm so proud
of how they've dug themselves
out and dusted themselves off."

This resilience has given
the Toreros
the
motivation
they need to approach each
game
with confidence
and
composure,
knowing
that
they have a fighting chance.
Lieberman's style of coaching
demands
the
most,
both
physically and mentally, out of her
players. She said that perfecting
and trusting the process will
allow results to follow. Since
arriving on campus prior to this
season, her coaching mantra
has been one of consistency.
A key figure in finding this
consistency has been junior
midfielder
Summer
Mason.
Mason scored a hat trick in last
week's game against Pacific,
.and this performance led to
her being named West Coast
Conference Player of the Week.
Mason approached this game
as any other, but early in the
game took advantage of missed
assignments by Pacific's defense.
In the twenty-fourth minute,
Mason scored the first goal of the
game on a left-footed shot about
20 yards out. Again in the sixtyeighth minute, Mason shook her
defender and scored an easy goal
on the right side of the net. Three
minutes later, Pacific scored their

Forward Summer Mason scored a hat trick against Pacific.
Photo courtesy of USD Women's Soccer/Twitter

only goal of the game, but the
momentum was quickly silenced.
Mason answered with another goal
less than two minutes later, giving
the Toreros the edge they needed
to finish the game with a 3-1 win.
In regard to the hat trick,
Mason pointed out that her main
goal was to give her team a boost.
"It felt amazing," Mason said.
"I was just really happy to get
the goals and be there for my
team so we could get the win."
Lieberman
spoke
highly
of Mason and the significant
impact she has made on the
team's offense and defense.
"Summer makes incredible
runs and finds ways to get open,
get in dangerous opportunities,
and capitalize on them,"Lieberman
said. "What's better is that she is
able to do that at a high level. I
think she could've had three or
four more goals against Pacific."
As WCC Player of the Week,
Mason
acknowledged
the
affirmation this accomplishment
created
not
only
for
her,
but for the team as well.
"It meant a lot," Mason said.
"It's nice to be recognized for
doing what I do. I feel like it gives
confidence to me and the team
that we're doing something right.
We're 3-0 in conference. We had a
rough preseason, but now we're
3-0. It shows that we're coming
together and we can do it."
And
coming
together
they are. Both Mason and
Lieberman
mentioned
how
all of their wins have been a
result of a collective effort and
a focus on team chemistry.
"Everybody has stepped up
at different times throughout
the season," Lieberman said.
"Centerback Tara Meier has really
held down the fort in the back,
and Ally Ocon in midfield has been
glue in keeping us moving the ball."
Mason acknowledged that
these collective efforts have
allowed the team to rebound
from a 1-8 start to the season.

The team is putting a rough start to the year firmly behind them.
Photi courtesy of USD Women's Soccer/Twitter
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"From the beginning we
showed a lot of potential," Mason
said. "I just don't think we were
quite tapping jnto everything
everyone
had
to
offer
or
completely working together as
a team. Now, it's starting to come
together. We've started to believe
again that we can win. Everyone
seems like they're on board.
Whether or not they're playing or
on the bench, everyone is in it and
everyone is working for each other."
While things are looking up for
the Toreros, both Lieberman and
Mason acknowledged that there is
a lot of season left, and they need
to maintain their focus if they
want to stay on top of conference.
The Toreros were supposed to
play Santa Clara on Saturday,
but the game was postponed
because of poor air quality from
the Northern California wildfires.
As the Toreros get in their
groove, they also hope to see
the support of their student
body, a group that has shown
reluctance to attend games this
season. Lieberman encouraged
students to come watch, and

to see for themselves the
consistency, focus, and resiliency
the Toreros continue to show.
"Come watch a hard-working,
talented group of individuals
who are looking for their place
in this conference and to make
an impact in a big transition year
for them," Lieberman said. "These
student-athletes decided to come
to USD, wear the jersey, and go
across the country representing
all students on this campus.
These incredible women should

be recognized for upholding the
USD philosophy and USD way.
I would hope that the student
body would be connected to that."
The Toreros have yet to
face some of the WCC's top
competition, which includes the
likes of Pepperdine, the only other
undefeated team in conference. As
these tests grow near, the Toreros
continue to expand and refine
their team chemistry, working
toward their ultimate goal of
a
conference
championship.
This week, the Toreros return
to San Diego where they will
face LMU on Thursday at 7 p.m.

The Toreros' recent run of success, while largely unnoticed on campus, has jumpstarted a growing community fanbase.
Photo courtesy of USD Women's Soccer/Twitter
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Athletics Chair Responsibilities
- Serve as a liaison between the
students, Associated Students, and
the athletics department
- Run the Bull Pit
- Create a school spirit task force
and lead its meetings with different
student groups and
administrators
- Lead general school spirit initiatives

Clancy was the only Torero to run for the Athletics Chair position and is now tasked with shaping the position's responsibilities.
Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista

Spirit, from Page 1
after that, then afternoon practice.
Some days, I have a night class
as well. In between, I'm trying
to squeeze in some time for
homework and AS stuff when I get
the chance. During the week, there
are zero hours of leisure though.
The whole thing probably isn't
sustainable for more than a year."
The schedule is one Clancy
decided to take on after fulfilling
responsibilities similar to the
Athletics Chair's through her role
on the swim team.
"I learned about the position
in the Student Athlete Advisory
Committee (SAAC)," Clancy said.
"One athlete from each team
attends SAAC meetings, and
we talk about a broad range of
topics — athletic department
improvements,
community
service, etc. [Former AS President]
TJ Hodges brought it up at one of
the meetings and it sounded like
something I could do pretty well."
Even
with
that
external
encouragement, Clancy said she
remained unsure about whether
she actually wanted to run for the
position.
"It's kind of funny because I
remember going back and forth
about if I wanted to do it," Clancy
said. "I had seen presidential
candidates give speeches in front
of the Student Life Pavilion (SLP),
and I thought I was going to have
to do that, too. TJ said no one else
was running though, so I figured I
might as well throw my name in."
In a hectic final day of
campaigning, Clancy had to hurry
to collect the votes necessary for
election.
"I was told I needed 50
signatures to qualify for the
position," Clancy said. "I ended up
grabbing a couple of teammates
and we ran around the SLP that
day getting random people to sign
the sheet we'd been given. At that
point, I was just figuring, 'Hey, why
not?"'
Clancy gathered the signatures
in time, and was quickly thrust into
a role that, by all accounts, is still
deciding on its own identity.
"We're definitely still in the
process of figuring everything out,"

Clancy said. "When AS created the
position, they gave it four main
tasks. First, I'm a liaison between
the students, AS, and the athletics
department. Second, I run the Bull
Pit [the organization that helps
maintain the student section at
USD sporting events]. Third, I'm
supposed to create a school spirit
task force and lead its meetings
with different student groups
and administrators. Finally, I lead
general school spirit initiatives —
meeting with the athletic director
and coaches, helping to organize
events to bring students out to
games, things like that."
The directives are certainly
generic, and
their
lack of
specificity is something Clancy
acknowledged
has
been
a
challenge in the early going.
"I feel like a lot of my role this
year just involves figuring out the
role for the future,"Clancy said. "I'm
doing what I can to make some
things happen on campus too,
though. For example, I really want
to focus on rebuilding the Bull Pit. I
feel like it kind of disintegrated last
year, and I would love to get a solid
group of people together who will
actually be involved at games.
From there, I plan on sectioning
them off into committees that will
focus on certain parts of campus —
Greek life, student organizations
— and come up with some ideas
to get more people in the stands
at games."
That endeavor — filling the
stands at Torero sporting events
— is something that has proven
difficult for years here at Alcala
Park.
"It's almost like a microcosm
of what the Padres and Chargers
have dealt with," Clancy said. "San
Diego has a lot to offer, and that's
on top of the work people have to
do for their classes here. It makes
it tough to generate interest, for
sure. We're trying to focus on the
underclassmen so that they keep
coming back to games the entire
time that they're at USD."
Clancy hasn't been alone in
trying to solve the school spirit
issues that have plagued the
campus, however. Because of
her simultaneous participation
in both AS and athletics, she

has gained the support of other
athletes looking to make similar
improvements.
"It's been cool because once
the position was created, other
athletes have been approaching
me about how to create school
spirit," Clancy said. "It's really
sparked an interest in trying to
create solutions and get involved.

I definitely think it's a positive
movement."
While Clancy hasn't personally
organized any tangible results
during her first month on the
job, she does point to a couple
of positives that have already
resulted from her role in student
government.
"I can't really take any credit

volleyball game," Clancy said.
"We've also been going to games
as a Bull Pit, although we haven't
really organized yet. [Former Bull
Pit leader] Austin Jacobs has been
a huge help with that. I talked to
him a couple times over summer,
getting ready for this and talking
about how to do certain things."
Whether Clancy's new role in
Associated Students'newest office

"/ really want to focus on rebuilding the Bull Pit... I
would love to get a solid group of people together
who will actually be involved at games."
- MK Clancy

Sports teams have always been
very supportive of other teams,
because we know each other
and know what it's like to not
have anyone at our games, so it's
been great to see that carry over.

for this, because I just assisted, but
the Ole Weekend tailgate that was
put on by the athletic department
went very well, and we ended up
having the highest attendance
the school has ever seen at a

can continue to arouse student
support for Torero athletics
remains to be seen. Cramming
a calendar with commitments
is impressive, but only when
results follow. Only if the campus
community begins to consistently
fill the sporting venues of Alcala
Park will the initiative and
the individual be considered
worthwhile.
Given her success in other
endeavors though, it certainly
appears that MK Clancy is up to
the challenge.

Clancy is proud of the role her position with Associated Students has played in connecting athletes and students at athletic events.
Photo courtesy of USD Swim and Dive/lnstagram
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Toreros dominate homecoming

Students and alumni alike were treated to a weekend filled with warmth and wins as volleyball, football,
men's soccer, and crew all delivered victories in an action-packed set of matchups

Hundreds of current and former students filled Fowler Park for a tailgate prior to Saturday's football game. The football team followed the festivities
with a 56-27 win over Morehead State behind running back Emilio Martinez's three scores (left, top).
Photos courtesy of USD Toreros/Twitter and Noah Hilton/The USD Vista

After celebrating the program's 40th anniversary the night before, the men's rowing team claimed gold in the Race For The Cure on
Saturday morning. The event, a four-kilometer race around Vacation Island, raised money for the Susan G. Komen Foundation.
Photo courtesy of USD Toreros/Twitter
Men's basketball hosted their annual Sixth Man Event. The event paid tribute to the
program's seasons under Hall of Fame Coach Hank Egan.
Photo courtesy of USD Men's Basketball/Twitter
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Volleyball followed their Thursday-night sweep of Gonzaga with a pink-clad sweep of Portland Saturday. Now No. 18 in national
rankings, the Toreros have won 10 of their last 11 matches.

Photo courtesy of USD Volleyball/Twitter
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On Sunday, sophomore Miguel Barry scored a sudden-death winner in overtime to
down Gonzaga 2-1 and extend the men's team's unbeaten streak to six games.
Photo courtesy of USD Toreros/Twitter

